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LIFELONG DREAM OF MINE

by Stephen Port

am in the process of constructing a Rans S-6S

Coyote II experimental two-seater airplane. I
started building the craft on January 15" of last
year. It has a wingspan of 30! feet, is 21 feet from
nose to tail, and weighs 675 pounds with the engine
installed. The fuel tank capacity allows me to fly
for about three hours. The kit cost $23,000 and the
engine will cost an additional $20,000.

When I built my present house, I planned it with
the intention of constructing a full-scale airplane: I
have forever wanted to fly. I have always liked to
work with my hands, to make things, to create
things. This lifelong desire of mine to fly gelled
shortly after my near fatal motorcycle
accident. I wasn’t able to drive my vintage
TVR because the clutch was too stiff for
me to use. It was a difficult decision to
sell that sports car after 21 years but that
became the inspiration to move further
with this dream to fly.

In hindsight, this undertaking helped me
recoup from my accident. It gave me a
physical requirement to work on the plane
as I struggled to move around the craft at
first. Just pushing myself to do something
also helped my body to recover. But that’s
a side reason to the main one that started

the project: to fulfill my wish of having my own
full-scale plane to fly one day.

I began with the idea, based on what the kit
manufacturer said, that it would take between 500
to 700 hours to finish. I figured that if I put in two
hours a night on three days each week and six
hours a day on the weekends, I could build my
plane in a year. Well, that hasn’t happened; the
finish date keeps moving along. I am a little over a
year into the project and probably have another
year to go. I should have the ship covered and
painted around the middle of the year. Hopefully

she will be completed by this time next year.
to be continued




WHO DAT

he weather for the February Indoor-Fly cooperated completely.

Those present certainly appreciated the flying conditions because
outside it was a freezing and blustery day. It was Andy Hau’s first
time to fly indoors--he had a ball with his new ultra-micro J-3 Cub.

In an email, Gerry Doubleday wrote, “It looks like I will be coming
back to Nashville more to help with an elderly cousin. Hope to see
you and other club members then. I am flying more than ever since
my retirement, which is nice. I recently was honored by my Franklin,
NC club (Macon Aero Modelers, maconaeromodelers.com) with two
plaques: one for most crashes in 2009, the other for best instructor.
These presentations are an interesting dichotomy, don't you think? I
am looking forward to seeing you in the Spring. By the way, I am
known hereabouts as ElectroCodger. Wonder why?”’

It turned out that Gerry didn’t wait until Spring. In early February, a
group of flyers at our field stood the cold weather for as long as they
could, then decided that some coffee and a warm place to sit would
better suit them. After the thawing process was complete, the gang
headed over to Hobby-Lobby. (What else is new?) They had only
been at the Lobby for a short while when out of the blue, in pops
Gerry. What a coincidence! He said it was like old home week and
had a great time catching up on the news from his friends.

Steve Tietjen writes in an email, “The Park at Harlinsdale Farm, 239
Franklin Road (across from The Factory), is a former walking horse
farm. The 200 acres are classified as a “passive” park which means
no sports are supported or planned. While power lines are present in
some areas, it is easy for park flyers to avoid them. I have found that
the park is perfect for my needs since my park flyers are content to
fly without a proper runway. The park also contains a “catch and
release” fishing pond which is perhaps 4 or 5 acres and is great for
float planes. There is loads of room and very few obstacles.

“I have learned from Anna Shuford (Program Coordinator for the
Franklin Parks Department) that her office has no problem with
electric flyers in the park and has only asked that, if a Franklin Police
Department officer should come by and have any issue, we should
stop flying and contact her office at 794-2103. To date I have not seen
any police. In fact, rarely do I see anyone at all. EWMA Club
members living nearby might find this spot very convenient for flying
before or after work or on weekends.”
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March 5 & 6

The Southeastern Model Show
Fairgrounds and Ag Center, Perry GA
gamarc.com/georgia.html

March 9

Second Tuesday Club Meeting
Breakfast at Bellevue Shoney’s, 8:30

April 9 - 11

R/C Model Show
56t “The Toledo Show”
toledoshow.com

April 13

Second Tuesday Club Meeting
Breakfast at Bellevue Shoney’s, 8:30

May 11

Second Tuesday Club Meeting
Breakfast at Bellevue Shoney’s, 8:30

May 26 - 30

84t AMA Indoor Freeflight NATS
ETSU Minidome in Johnson City, TN
modelaircraft.org/events/nats.aspx

May 31

EWMA Memorial Day Picnic
This annual event is free to all club
members and their families. BBQ,
baked beans, potato salad, cold
slaw, and desserts will be the fare.
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