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NO JANUARY MEETING

B dpnnfsdjbn jt cfjoh ynnfe bu pvs
Cturfwvf Tipofzi po pvs dwvc nffujoh
ebuf boe uifst bst op puifs bwbjibcrf
ebzt evsjoh uif xXffl uibu xf nffu

Blown Away

ur annual Polar Bear Fly was downplayed in the

December newsletter because our new pavilion
isn’t in place and E-Z Ups shouldn’t be set up on the new
grass that isn’t well established. Our usual non-competi-
tive chili cook-off was cancelled. There had been talk
at the peld during the week prior to New Yeards Day
that a couple of guys were going to bring something to
eat anyway. Knowing this, an email was sent out on the
club’s group list that this might be the case. However,
the weather forecast indicated that those plans would
probably be scrapped also. Wow, was that ever an un-
derestimation of our club!

To the great surprise of your club president, there was a
good early turnout of club members at the peld, with that
number growing steadily as the morning wore on. Fur-
thermore, David Mettetal set up an E-Z Up in the park-
ing lot by anchoring it with huge rocks mounded up on
one leg and ropes to his car for the other legs. He kept a
big pot of tasty gumbo hot with a large propane cylinder.
Jerry Franks arrived and set up a Coleman stove on
his truck tailgate to get his double top secret chili recipe
warmed up. Then James Fisher appeared with a pot of
pinto beans and his delicious cornbread in the signature
psh shape. Jerry Franks said, 0Everything | tried tasted
pretty good, but then again, almost anything hot tastes
good when you’re freezing. Desserts were furnished by
Lydia Bradford and Louise Kerr. For an unorganized
event, pve individuals sure made it a happening.
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There was some mumbling amongst the early arrivals
about the insanity of being at the peld on such a mis-
erable day. It wasn’t much above freezing, but the real
problem was wind gusts of up to 20 miles per hour. Cars
were being parked in positions to help block some of
the wind. On a positive note, the sun was out and that
seemed to brighten spirits and lessen our physical dis-
comfort. Also, as more people arrived, the misery was
more easily shared. After all, as one person said, 0ltds
Polar Bear Day--it’s supposed to be a test. That’s what
it is all about: commitment.” That implies commitment
also to each other.
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David Mettetal is under his shelter while tending to his pot of gumbo.

It was really good to see Sam Kennedy at the peld on
this special day. He was one of the seven who started the
lunacy back in 1999 when the high was 21° with a wind
chill of 3°. Others who barely avoided frostbite this year
were Dr. Bill Bradford, Tommy Clayton, Jim Collier,
Mike DiStefano, Bob Dorris, James Fisher, Jerry
Franks, Jim Gilliland, Gene Kerr, David and Mar-
vin Mettetal, David Nickens, Bob Patterson, Rankine
Roth, Richard Rust, Ryan and Calvin Schimmel, Jim
Snapp, and Jason Wallace.

Someone commented that you knew the wind was
strong when you saw Jerry’s truck being slightly rocked
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Marvin, Bill, Jerry, Richard, and Sam at the stove on Jerry’s tailgate.

back and forth. Jerry noted that he was being rocked
about also. Congratulations to all who tried to yy and to
those who didn’t, but survived. It was surely a bonding
experience. A special thanks goes to David, James, Jerry,
Lydia, and Louise. Even though it was hoped that a few
yyers might show up to keep the tradition alive, the chefs
truly made it an even more special day, as in the past.
With the pavilion in place next year and the ability to
have a wind break, a full-blown event will be possible. It
is evident that the Polar Bear Fly is an established club
event that is important to a lot of members.

What's Up

ill DeMair’s wife, Anita, enclosed a long letter with

his club dues. She writes that Bill has leukemia. He
is getting chemo at Vanderbilt and has undergone many
transfusions. Anita says that Bill still wants to be a mem-
ber of the club and is looking forward to seeing the new
yying peld. When the weather gets better sheds going to
drive him out to see it. She says she hopes the day will
come when hedll be able to yy his planes again. Many
long time club members know what a nice guy Bill is.
We certainly hope, along with Anita, that he will have his
hands on the sticks in the near future. Please remember
Bill in your thoughts and prayers.

Regarding his illness, Charlie Weber writes in an email,
ol wanted to let you know that | have being receiving your
phone calls but I am just not feeling up to a conversation.
I’ve had a lot of time to do some serious thinking about
my life, my God, my family, my church family, and my
friends. Take it from me, rid yourself of petty things.
Center your thoughts, your love, and your efforts on the
real issues of life and share these with those that are pre-
cious to you. May God bless each one of you for your
concern and prayers for my wife Barbara and me during
this difpcult time in our lives.6

Stephen Port has undergone the operation mentioned in
the December newsletter. He got to go home a little bit
earlier than expected and the paralysis in his leg caused
by the misaligned screw has been eliminated.

As reported in last month’s newsletter, Albert Watts was
having some heart difpculties. However, he did not have
the operation as expected.

In response to the email about the upcoming Polar Bear
Fly, Leslie Bates wrote, 0Thanks Richard, wish | could
be there.6 My reply said, 0l wish you could be here too.
However, you will be a bit warmer where you are. | wish
| could be there.” (Leslie lives in Destin, Florida.)

As always, Teresa Kline was most appreciative of our
Christmas gift to her. Thanks to all who contributed mon-
etarily to let her know how grateful we are for the good
care she gives us at our meetings.

Some may not know that Jim T. Graham and Bobby
Keys are both EWMA Club members. An article written
by Jim T. about Bobby is in the January issue of Model
Aviation magazine. The article is entitled 0R/C Meets Rock
on Roll: Bobby Keys of the Rolling Stones.6 You get the
gist of what the article is about, don’t you? If you want
to know a little more about Bobby, check it out on page
80. You can view the full-length video of this interview
at www.rcgroups.com on the Web.
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The biggest local swap meet will occur on January 19"
in Spring Hill. Go to http://www.columbiarc.com/index_
ples/Page395.htm on the Web for the complete scoop.

The next Second Tuesday Club Breakfast Meeting is
February 12% at the Bellevue Shoney’s, 8:30 a.m.

The largest R/C swap meet in the world will be held Febru-
ary 29" thru March 1% at the Georgia National Fairgrounds
(1-75 at Exit 135) in Perry, Georgia. For more information
go to www.gamarc.com/georgia on the Web.



